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METALDEHYDE 

     A Brief History 



Current Metaldehyde Label                        #No. of Apps?  Retreatment Interval? PHI?  



  
2006: EPA Reregistration Eligibility Decision (RED) 

   ~ Metaldehyde tolerances needed for food and feed crops 

  ~ Mitigate exposure (rate, # apps, etc.) 

~ LONZA provides list of supported crop  
      (Turf, Ornamentals, Lettuce, Citrus, Cole Crops, Leafy greens, Tomato) 

 

2007: Specialty Crops Reg Program at NWREC 
       ~ Begin dialogue w/ LONZA, EPA, AmVac, IR-4 (re:/unsupported crops) 

       ~ Poll Oregon specialty crop industries for metaldehyde needs 

   

2008: Initiate field residue studies (NWREC/IR-4) 
         ~ Berry Crops, Grass Seed, Petiole Crops (Rhubarb), Mint, Corn 

 

 



  
2009-2013: Initiate more field residue studies 
       ~ Clover Seed, Legumes, Root Vegetables, Winter Wheat, Hops 

 

2012: Letter to EPA Docket (add “crops in progress”) 

       ~ Clover seed, legumes, root crops, wheat  

 

2013: July 2013 FR Notice -  list of supported crops 

 

2013: November 2013 - tolerances established in FR 

            ~ ODA Newsletter issued 

 

2014: New slug labels to be issued (“slow roll-out”) 

 



Commodity Parts per million 

Artichoke, globe 0.07 

Berry, low growing, subgroup 13-07G 6.25 

Bushberry subgroup 13-07B 0.15 

Cactus 0.07 

Caneberry subgroup 13-07A 0.15 

Corn, field, forage 0.30 

Corn, field, grain 0.05 

Corn, field, stover 0.10 

Corn, sweet, forage 0.30 

Corn, sweet, kernel plus cob  0.05 

Corn, sweet, stover 0.10 

Fruit, citrus, group 10 0.26 

Grass, forage 2.0 

Grass, hay 2.0 

Leaf petioles subgroup 4B 0.50 

Lettuce 1.73 

Peppermint, oil 12 

Peppermint, tops 4.0 

Spearmint, oil 12 

Spearmint, tops 4.0 

Taro, corm 0.15 

Taro, leaves 1.0 

Tomato 0.24 

Vegetable, brassica, leafy, group 5 2.5 

Watercress 3.2 

                 40-CFR-180.523 Metaldehyde; tolerances for residues (11/27/13) 



Newly issued labels will include only crops that 
have an established tolerance  

(or are exempt from tolerance). 

New label will include: 

•Rate; No. of Apps; Retreatment Interval; PHI 
 

Vegetables likely to have: 

 

 

 
 

Old New 

Rate 1.6 ai #/A 1.0 ai#/A 

No. of Applications Undefined 3 

Retreatment Interval Undefined 14 days 

Pre-Harvest Interval (PHI) ? ? 



Specialty Seed Crops Grown for Seed 
(for replanting only) 

Flowers, Vegetables, Herbs/Spices 

Small-seeded Vegetable Seed Crops 

• Based on review of the scientific literature, EPA Chemistry Branch has 
determined that the following 39 small-seeded vegetable seed crops can 
be classified as nonfood use sites for purposes of 24(c) registrations:  
 

• Small-seeded vegetables seed crops have very high numbers of seed/lb 
(often >20,000 seeds/lb.), such as cabbage, carrot and spinach.   
 

• Tolerance not required. 

 
Large-seeded Vegetable Seed Crops 

• Large-seeded vegetable crops include those crops that have relatively low 
numbers of seeds/pound (400 – 3,000 seeds/lb), such as peas, beans and 
corn.  Also, often used as animal feed (e.g. corn).   
 

• Tolerance  required. 

 

 





Crop not on new label? 

•Products already in possession of the end user may 
still be used on all the crops/use sites listed on the 
product label.  
 

•Products that were packaged and labeled and made 
available for sale before the use cancellations may 
still be purchased and used.  Local availability?? 
 

•Update: Peas, Beans, Clover Grown for Seed 
      ~ Petition at EPA; PRIA date may be July 2015 

      ~ Clover Seed: Section 24c? Legumes: Section 18? 
 

•Update: Wheat and Hops 
     ~ On-going project; data submission to EPA in 2015 
 



Slug vacation disasters 


