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Our	Mission	

We	promote	policies,	programs	and	regula5ons	
that	protect	and	expand	the	ability	of	Oregon’s	
family	farmers	to	run	successful	land-based	
enterprises	while	providing	safe	and	nutri5ous	
food	for	all	Oregonians.	Friends	of	Family	
Farmers	supports	socially	and	environmentally	
responsible	family-scale	agriculture	and	ci5zens	
working	to	shape	healthy	rural	and	urban	
communi5es.		



SeDng	Priori5es	By	Listening	to	Farmers	

•  Since	2009,	we’ve	held	
dozens	of	listening	sessions	
around	the	state,	with	
hundreds	of	farmers	
par5cipa5ng.	

•  In	2010,	we	published	the	
Agricultural	Reclama5on	
Act,	outlining	policy	and	
program	priori5es	iden5fied	
by	farmers	at	listening	
sessions.		

•  In	2015-16,	we	are	hos5ng	
another	20	listening	
sessions	and	collec5ng	
surveys.	



Farm	Direct	bill	-	2011	
	-	Clarified	rules	around	farmers’	markets	and	other	direct-to-consumer	

sales	channels.		
	-	Fresh	and	dried	fruits,	vegetables;	eggs;	dried	beans	and	grains;	flour;	

honey;	and	nuts	can	be	sold	direct-to-consumer	without	licensing	
	 	-	Added	low	risk	canned/jarred	foods	including	jams,	jellies,	preserves,	
canned	fruit,	syrups,	pickles,	salsa,	and	sauerkraut/fermented	vegetables	
with	an	annual	$20,000	sales	limit	as	long	as	labeled	‘not	inspected’	
	
1000	bird	exemp=on	-	2011	

	-	Aligned	state	and	federal	law,	making	it	legal	to	raise,	process,	and	sell	
up	to	1000	poultry	per	year	on	farm	for	direct-to-consumer	without	state	
inspec5on	

Major	policy	changes	2011	-	2015		



-  Beginning	Farmer	Lending	Program/Aggie	Bonds	–	2013/2015	
-  Lower	interest	lending	for	‘first	5me’	and	smaller	farmers	

-  Farm	to	School	Program	Expansion	
-  $200,000	in	2011,	$1.2	million	in	2013,	$5	million	in	2015	

	
-					State	funding	backstop	for	SNAP	Farmers	Market	benefits	for	low	
income	seniors	and	WIC	recipients	–	2013	
	
-  Restric=ons	on	plan=ng	canola	in	the	WillameRe	Valley	to	protect	

specialty	seed	growers	and	other	at-risk	farm	opera=ons	–	2013	

-  Food	dona=on	tax	credit	-	2014	
	
-  Funding	increases	for	Extension	and	Ag	Research	-	2015	

Major	policy	changes	2011	-	2015		



Aggie	Bonds	–	Beginning	Farmer	Lending	
•  Established	a	Beginning	and	Expanding	Farmer	Loan	Program	in	Oregon	

to	assist	beginning	and	smaller	farmers	in	acquiring	land,	equipment,	
breeding	livestock	and	more	through	lower	interest	lending	

	
•  Northwest	Farm	Credit	Services	is	currently	the	only	par=cipa=ng	

lender	for	this	program	in	Oregon	
	
•  Uses	IRS	defini5ons	for	‘first	5me’	farmer	–	either	don’t	own	land	or	

current	farm	is	less	than	1/3	of	median	county	farm	size	
•  Loans	up	to	$	509,100	for	farmland	
•  Up	to	$250,000	for	depreciable	property	
•  Up	to	$62,500	on	used	equipment	
•  Can	be	coupled	with	FSA	loans	



Canola	in	the	Willame^e	Valley	
•  In	the	mid-2000’s	ODA	established	a	Willame^e	Valley	control	district	for	

canola	to	protect	the	specialty	seed	industry	as	the	Legislature	began	
incen5vizing	biofuel	produc5on.	Focused	on	plant	disease	issues.	

•  Legislature	funded	two	years	of	OSU	research	on	canola,	which	confirmed	
significant	risks	and	control	issues.	

and later were counted as the numbers decreased to lower
numbers. The fallow area surrounding the original 0.04 ha
planted area is ten times larger allowing for good estimations
of the scattered emerging canola seedlings. The number of
canola per hectare in Table 2 is calculated based on the original
0.04-ha planted area since this was the source of all germinating
seed. During the fourth year of volunteer emergence, a total of
372 seedlings emerged, which was 9,193 per hectare.

Only a few GM canola plants were found on this farm
outside of the 0.4-ha plot area. These were found in the com-
bine loading area and along roadsides where the combine was
hauled. These plants were not included in the counts in Table 2.

4 Discussion

Weedy glyphosate-resistant canola is an unintentional
consequence of producing a glyphosate-tolerant crop,
not glyphosate resistance occurring from repeated use of
glyphosate for weed control in the field.

In addition to the plot area, the transportation of farm
equipment to and from this 2007 trial scattered some GM
canola along county roads and state highways. This scattering
of seed along the roadside is typical in field crop production.
However, unexpected reproducing roadside populations of
canola were found during the winter of 2009 as shown in
Figs. 1 and 2.

Mowing and herbicide application have both been observed
to increase herbicide-tolerant canola frequency (Knispel and
McLachlan 2010). The timing of these operations could influ-
ence feral canola. Mowing during flowering would be
expected to reduce seed set and future populations. Likewise,
treating with an effective herbicide would also reduce feral
canola, but mowing or herbicide treatments performed too
early in the season may remove competing vegetation. Soil
disturbance resulted in a reduction in the feral canola popula-
tion in the sampling year (Knispel and McLachlan 2010).
However, Crawley and Brown (2004) observed an increased
frequency in feral canola the year following soil disturbance.
They hypothesized that feral canola benefited by the removal
of competing vegetation, which might also explain the obser-
vation by Knispel andMcLachlan (2010) that canola increased
following mowing or herbicide treatment, which would also
reduce competition.

Roadside GM canola is established in Japan along roads
leading from 13 harbors to inland canola processing plants
(Kawata et al. 2009). Other glyphosate resistant crops, corn
and cotton, have been widely planted over the past 10 years
in California, but have not become established along roadsides
as reproducing weeds.

Aggressive control with effective herbicides and hand
pulling of escapees along some of the county roads has
resulted in control, if not eradication. Some state highways

with more limited control efforts have canola populations
along their roadsides. Disturbance of roadside soil may
promote secondary dormant seed through shallow burial.

Wild types of rapeseed mustard are not common weeds in
California’s agricultural fields or on roadsides. Currently
these wild types are well controlled by glyphosate.

Fig. 1 Roadside glyphosate resistant canola growing with competition
from other weeds removed by roadside glyphosate applications

Fig. 2 Glyphosate resistant canola surviving a recently applied road-
side glyphosate application

Environ Sci Pollut Res•  In	mid-2012,	ODA	approved	an	‘emergency’	rule	
to	allow	canola	plan5ng.	Blocked	in	court.	

•  In	early	2013,	ODA	finalized	another	canola	rule	
opening	half	the	WV	to	canola,	with	2500	or	more	
acres	allowed	to	be	planted	yearly	

•  2013	Legislature	prohibits	canola	produc5on	in	
the	WV	un5l	2019,	while	authorizing	500	acres	of	
OSU	research	for	three	years.	

•  2015	Legislature	allows	500	acres	of	canola	
‘research’	from	2017-19,	and	directs	ODA	to	make	
recommenda5ons	for	post-2019	management.	
AWer	2019,	no	more	restric=ons	on	canola	unless	
Legislature	or	ODA	acts	



Ongoing	and	Emerging	Issues	
•  Aggregate	Mining	on	Farmland	
•  Land	Use	‘bargains’	that	put	farm	land	at	risk	
•  Access	to	Land	for	Beginning	and	Family-Scale	Farmers	
•  An5bio5c	stewardship	in	agriculture	
•  Minimum	wage	and	other	labor	issues	
•  Drought	and	water	issues	
•  Trade	policies	
•  Food	Safety	Moderniza5on	Act	Implementa5on	and	

Compliance	
•  Management	of	gene5cally	engineered	crops	

–  State	passed	law	pre-emp5ng	most	local	governments	from	restric5ng	
GE	crops	in	2013	special	session,	giving	state	‘exclusive	regulatory	
authority.’	So	far,	no	ac5on	from	ODA	or	Legislature	to	establish	
protec5ons	for	growers	of	non-GE	crops.		



Family	Farmer	Day	at	the	Legislature	
	

In	early	2015,	more	than	150	farmers,	ranchers	and	local	food	advocates	
came	to	Salem	to	a^end	policy	workshops,	meet	with	nearly	all	90	state	
Legislators,	hold	an	indoor	‘farmers	market’	and	rally	on	the	Capitol	

steps.	



2015-16	Listening	Sessions	

Nov/Dec	2015	–	Scio,	Brownsville,	Philomath,	
Junc5on	City,	Co^age	Grove,	Salem	
	

Up	Next!	
– Forest	Grove	–	March	2	
– Canby	–	March	30	
– McMinnville,	Woodburn,	Portland	dates	
TBD	

Surveys	–	Fill	out	today	or	visit	
www.friendsoffamilyfarmers.org		



Poten5al	Issues	for	Discussion	
•	Meat	processing	infrastructure	
•	Rules	and	regs	for	direct	marke5ng	
•	Rules	and	regs	for	retail/volume	marke5ng	
•	Land	use	laws	
•	Environmental	protec5ons	
•	New	and	young	farmer	programs	
•	Upcoming	food	safety	regula5on	compliance	(FSMA)	
•	Reforming	on-farm	an5bio5c	use	
•	GMO	labeling	requirements	
•	GMO	control	areas/restric5ons	
	
Others?	
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